ILLUSTRATIVE COMPLAINT ANALYSIS – NOT FOR FILING
Illustrative Complaint Analysis. This section presents selected excerpts from existing legal pleadings for educational and document analysis purposes. The accompanying commentary explains the general function of each excerpt. These examples are not prepared for any particular person's circumstances and are not instructions or recommendations for drafting, adapting, or filing a legal document.
This is the "Three-vehicle chain collision" excerpt from "New York Car Accident Complaints: Annotated Samples". Every reader gets the same file. Highlighted words in [brackets] are blanks that describe the kind of information that usually goes there.

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF [COUNTY NAME]
	[PLAINTIFF'S FULL NAME],
Plaintiff,
- against -
[FIRST DEFENDANT'S FULL NAME] and [SECOND DEFENDANT'S FULL NAME],
Defendants.
	Index No.: ________________
COMPLAINT



Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name], appearing pro se, alleges upon information and belief, except as to matters within the personal knowledge of Plaintiff, as follows:
At all times relevant herein, Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] was and remains a person entitled to maintain this action.
At all times hereinafter mentioned, Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] was and still is a resident of the State of [state where the plaintiff lives].
At all times hereinafter mentioned, Defendant [first defendant's full name] was and still is a resident of the State of [state where the first defendant lives].
At all times hereinafter mentioned, Defendant [second defendant's full name] was and still is a resident of the State of [state where the second defendant lives].
This Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter of this action, and venue is properly laid in [county where the case is filed] pursuant to CPLR 503, based upon the residence or principal office of one or more of the parties and/or the county in which a substantial part of the events giving rise to the claims occurred.
At all times hereinafter mentioned, Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] was the owner of the motor vehicle bearing [state that issued the plaintiff's plate] State license plate number [plaintiff's license plate number] involved in the occurrence alleged herein.
At all times hereinafter mentioned, Defendant [first defendant's full name] was the owner of the motor vehicle bearing [state that issued the first defendant's plate] State license plate number [first defendant's license plate number] operated by said Defendant and involved in the occurrence alleged herein.
At all times hereinafter mentioned, Defendant [second defendant's full name] was the owner of the motor vehicle bearing [state that issued the second defendant's plate] State license plate number [second defendant's license plate number] operated by said Defendant and involved in the occurrence alleged herein.
At all times hereinafter mentioned, Defendant [first defendant's full name] owned, operated, maintained, controlled, repaired, and used the motor vehicle bearing [state that issued the first defendant's plate] State license plate number [first defendant's license plate number] involved in the occurrence alleged herein.
At all times hereinafter mentioned, Defendant [second defendant's full name] owned, operated, maintained, controlled, repaired, and used the motor vehicle bearing [state that issued the second defendant's plate] State license plate number [second defendant's license plate number] involved in the occurrence alleged herein.
On or about [date of the accident], at approximately [approximate time], at or near [street address or intersection where the accident happened], a motor vehicle collision occurred involving Plaintiff and one or more motor vehicles, including the motor vehicle bearing [state that issued the first defendant's plate] State license plate number [first defendant's license plate number].
At the time of the occurrence, Plaintiff's vehicle bearing [state that issued the plaintiff's plate] State license plate number [plaintiff's license plate number] was stopped or otherwise stationary, and Defendant [first defendant's full name] failed to operate the following vehicle bearing [state that issued the first defendant's plate] State license plate number [first defendant's license plate number] with reasonable care so as to avoid striking Plaintiff's vehicle.
The occurrence was caused, in whole or in part, by the negligent operation of the vehicle operated by Defendant [first defendant's full name] bearing [state that issued the first defendant's plate] State license plate number [first defendant's license plate number], including failing to maintain a reasonably safe distance and failing to avoid the collision with Plaintiff's vehicle bearing [state that issued the plaintiff's plate] State license plate number [plaintiff's license plate number] under the circumstances then and there existing.
Plaintiff alleges that the occurrence involved multiple motor vehicles and that the vehicles came into contact during a sequence of impacts, including the motor vehicle bearing [state that issued the second defendant's plate] State license plate number [second defendant's license plate number]. Plaintiff further alleges that the respective acts and omissions of the Defendant or Defendants, including the manner in which the vehicles were operated, followed, stopped, slowed, controlled, and/or maintained, contributed to the occurrence and to the injuries and damages alleged herein. The sequence, positions, movements, points of impact, and respective causal contributions of the vehicles involved are matters to be determined from the evidence.
AS AND FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
ON BEHALF OF PLAINTIFF [PLAINTIFF'S FULL NAME]
(Negligence: Personal Injury)
Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] repeats, reiterates, and realleges each and every allegation set forth above with the same force and effect as if fully set forth herein.
Plaintiff alleges that, at the time of the occurrence, a motor vehicle, bicycle, device, or other instrumentality involved in the occurrence came into contact with the person of Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name], and that such contact caused and/or contributed to the personal injuries alleged herein.
As a result of the occurrence, Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] sustained physical injuries and associated pain, suffering, limitations, and other damages to the extent established by the evidence.
The occurrence and resulting injuries were caused solely by the negligence, carelessness, and recklessness of the Defendant or Defendants, without any negligence or culpable conduct on the part of Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] contributing thereto.
Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] sustained a serious injury as defined in Insurance Law § 5102(d) and/or economic loss greater than basic economic loss as defined in Insurance Law § 5102(a).
By reason of the foregoing, Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] has been damaged in an amount that exceeds the jurisdictional limits of all lower courts that would otherwise have jurisdiction.
AS AND FOR A SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
ON BEHALF OF PLAINTIFF [PLAINTIFF'S FULL NAME]
(Negligence: Property Damage)
Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] repeats, reiterates, and realleges each and every allegation set forth above with the same force and effect as if fully set forth herein.
As a result of the negligence of the Defendant or Defendants, the motor vehicle and/or other personal property of Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] was damaged, and Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] sustained property damage, including the cost of repair or replacement, loss of use, and related expenses, to the extent established by the evidence.
By reason of the foregoing, Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name] has been damaged in an amount to be determined at trial.
By reason of the foregoing, the liability of the Defendant or Defendants is joint and several. To the extent any Defendant seeks the benefit of CPLR Article 16, Plaintiff alleges that Article 16 does not limit liability herein, including under the exceptions set forth in CPLR 1602, and that Plaintiff is entitled to recover the full amount of damages from each Defendant found liable.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against the Defendants as follows:
(a)	On the First Cause of Action, on behalf of Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name], for personal injuries, in an amount that exceeds the jurisdictional limits of all lower courts that would otherwise have jurisdiction;
(b)	On the Second Cause of Action, on behalf of Plaintiff [plaintiff's full name], for property damage, in an amount to be determined at trial; and
(c)	The costs and disbursements of this action, together with interest as permitted by law, and such other and further relief as this Court deems just and proper.
Dated: [county where the complaint is signed] County, New York
____________________, 20____
______________________________
[PLAINTIFF'S FULL NAME]
Plaintiff pro se
[plaintiff's mailing address]
Telephone: ____________________
Email: ____________________

